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Livestock; Dairying and Poultry

General Imoortance

Livestock, dairying and poultry are secondary activities in Lincolsn County
when compared with field .crops, In:195L lincoln County had the third highest’
income in the state from crops ($26,275,000), but ranked twenty-first im incoms
from livestock and livestock products ($2,398,000), During 195k, animals and:
their products contributed only 8,3 percent of the doliar valus of all products
80ld fron farms, Animal industries grossed $2,398,318 in 1954, Cattle raising
dominates the the livestock industry with $1,789,266 in catiie saies reportedq
Calves alone brought income of $615,700 to Lincoln County cattlemens Waen  °
last measured by the Census in 1949, the value of all.livestuck and poultry
kept on farms amounted to $4,735,938, More recent estimates based on-a larger
cattlo populaticn and increased liveweight market prices indicate this value

“approximsted. $5,564,100 by 195k, o R o
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Figura 10,~ Value of ILivestock on Farms
Lincoln County, 1954
(Based on U,S. Census, Agriculture)
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Livestock Trends

, Livestock and poultry farming has changed markedly since 1925, Major
shifts include an upward trend in beef cattle numbers since 1949 while the
number ¢f dairy cattle has moved downward since 1939, Hog numbers have dew
clired to one-half thelr 1939 total, Sheep flocks have declined greatly with
less then crs~half as many sheep on Lincoln County farms in 195L as in 1939,
Horses and mules were once the most important class of livestock in the sounty
but there were only 1,300 horses and mules on farms in 195), compared with
5,800 head during 1939. Pouliry numbers also have dsclined. Turkeys c¢aérsased
to a small fraction of their pre-war total by 195h4, At the sams tim=, zhickens
have been on a dowrsiard trend with about half as many reported in 195k 2a
during the World War II peak,

Takle 23,4 Livestock Numbers on Farms .
Lincoln County, 1939-1956

i ganuary i Numbers on Farms
’ Year | A11 Cattle | Boef Cattle BDairy Cattle -

{head) {head) (head)
19391 32,000 22,500 94500
19ho | 32,400 | . 23,400 9,000
941 35,600 27,000 .. 8,600
-1oha Lo hoo 345,100 85300
1943 | 43,200 33,600 | 9,400
19U 45,800 37,200 18,600
- 19451 Lo,300 32,500 7,800
| 1946 | 39,000 - 30,300 8,200
| 37 ¢ 37,200 30,700 6,500
1948 | 35,600 29,600 | 6,000

1949 | 37,900 32,700 852000 -

<1950 | 37,200 32,300 L,900

‘ 1951 | 37,500 33,200 Li5 300
1952 | 40,600 37,000 3,600
1953 | L2,000 38,700 3,300
195t l1,600 38,500 3,100
1955 | 43,000 39,800 3,200
1956 | L6,500 L3,400 | 3,100

Source: U.S.D.A., AMS, Estimates Division
State of Washington

Cahtle: Becf and Dairy Farming

Rzising beef cattle is the. major type of livestock farming, The combinsd

Botal of beef and dairy cattle reached a new high in 1956 with 45,000 head,
Beef cattle numbers reached an all-time high of 143,L00 head., At the same time,
dairy catile numbers continued at their -all~time low of 3,100  head, While
cattle numbers are rising there has been a decrease in the mumbsr of farms
raising cattle, calves and dairy cattle, A total of 18,498 head of cattle and

- calves were sold alive from 634 farms to meat packers and other buyers of live
animals in 1954, The county ranked eighth in the state in mumber of catile _
and calves sold, - . : T
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Beef catble numbers have almost deubled since 1939, ' As a. result of World

Ends for beel, cattle reachad a poak of u; t00 head in
- ..A8hl,  Nembers- then saried -dovmsrd again unbly 19L6 Daraﬁg the nex three
. yaars a ievel -of about 33,000 Head was 1a1“*anqed, ‘Since 1992 numoers hatve

, iﬁcrsase, s’ow;g to. uhe pﬂaaénh‘peak ab L6§5”0 nead,

aiwy *armzﬁb ia ﬂf nizon ‘ﬁ@ax anﬁe in‘Ldnco;n County, Most of the milk
18 sold 285 whole milK.with ‘cvesm gales. gacondary, i 19,9, almost five million
pounds . oJ whole m¢1k were -soid from Linceln bounzy farms end gince then there .
has been a decline in production, - Dairy-catt S numbars heve Geslired zbout
1,000 head since 1949, There was.a-sligat 1nur°ase in’annual, x*;k production E
in 105h3 indicating. that present «daixry- herds‘a ‘e more prouucti Yo pér head than
i She 1940%s, '

Selling of cream has declined steadily over the yéars, Sales of 90,000
pounds of cream in 195h were cnly .ebout one~fifth as large ae the sales in
1940, Income from cream sales totaled $47,700 in 1954, The musher of farms
selling cream drépped Yo twosthirds of the 1949 total with 226 fzrims reportad
in 1954, Larger producers distontinued selliij cream and farmesepavation of
milk and maklng of outtar have bocome uucommon,

Table 2&,- Dairy Products Sold From Farms
Lincoln County, 1939~195)

Wnole Miik Sold T Gream So1d Bi,ue‘ Sond

Year From Fams - .. From Farns From Farms
(pounds | {(Gollars) (pﬁundoT {dollzrs) | {povuds) | ldciiars)
1939 | 4,927,502 $2099345 hzb,oho L ;/ | 11,105 —
1oLl h 093,285 " 317,263 3&3 217 1/ 1,099 e
1949 | 2,559, SU5 | 1 121,607 |- 1B, 7ho | 4675032 .| 1/ -
1954 Séh,903 112,900 | .89;526 - NT7,699 -

1/ Not enumerateq in Census because of‘small_volume°
Source: U.S,. Census, Agriculture

Sheeg

Iincoln Gounty ranks tenth in the state in sheep, Common to most eastern
Washington counties, sheep. raiS¢ng has declined since 1939. Sheep numbers
reached a high of 19,800 head in 19uh ‘but have declined sieadily since then,
Large range flocks have been replaced by smaller farm flouks pastured or fed
on hay witnin fensed pastures, By 1954 there were 93-operators kesping 6,512
sheep, an average flocks size of 67 head, 'Qheep were thie sscond most impoviant
income prodicers among. Lincoln County livestock, In.195k, the Census showed
- 82 farms in the ccunty Selllnw 15,035 sheep and lambs for a gross incene of

”*"$2363300, The “number .of ewes in tho county had declined by 1954 to 4,300 head

- on"89 farms. Sheepmeh sold 19,800 péinds’ of wool in 195h. This was a slignt
'iiincrease cver 19&9 and was the teath highest" volume in the stabaa :

)

s Swine raising has declined greatly durlng the last 15 yearu.. In‘l939,
farmers in Lincoln County reported over 5,000 head of hogs, By 1954 this had
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‘. decreaded. to. about 2,390‘hpa§fonﬁéi7 féﬁﬁéﬂ. The -drop in hog numbérs ceme in
> the post-World War II period. Hog mymbers have remained fairly constant since

about 1949 but the number of farms keeping hogs for home or custom butchering
has declined over the years. Hog raising &s a sidelinz on wheat farms has been
discontinued=in many cases,  Im 195h, 132 farmers sold 1,879 hogs alive for
$70,600 gross income which wis lebs than helf the hog sales in 1949, Hogs

only ranked fourth in.Iincoln Sounty’s livestock economy in 195k,

Horses and'Mﬁlgs

S

Horses and miles for farm work-have decreased in the last 30 years as
tracters and vehicles were pub into use, Horses and mules weve formerly used
in great numbers for plowing and harvesting on wheat Larms. Lincoin County
ranked ninch in the state in-numbers of horses ajid mules kepb on farms in 195k
when the Gensus reported’l,308 horscs ahd mules~-about one-fif%h of the numbev
enumerated in 1939, Ia 1920 horses .and mules 4n Lincoln County numbered sboub
30,000 and werse valued at over $2,400,000, This was over twice the value of
cattle in that year, By 1954 horses and mules were valued at only $196,000,
The greatest decline in horses and mules in recent years came during World War
II, During 1954 there were L8 farms that reported 133 head of horses and muies
sold, A total of L6l farms in the county reported horses and mules in 1951,
Most horses kept today are for riding and livestock herding.

Table 25.- Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Mules

Lincoln County, 1939-1954

v . | Hogs | Shesp | Horses and Mules
~oat 1 (bead) | (head) | (head)
1
1939 | 5,028 | 13,967 5,805
9Lk hooh2 | 19,822 3,110
1949 | 25354 8,L9% 1,951
195k | 2,286 6,512 1,308

Source: U,.S, Census, Agriculture

Poultry Farming

Poultry ralsing is a minor specislty on a few farms in the county, There
were LL9 farms reporting the sale of poultry and/or poultry products in 195k,
Commercial egg production is the leading part of the poultry industry tmut egg
prodnction has decreased in recent years, A total of 391 farms sold 23,122
dozen eggs for a gross of $90,800 during 195, Chickens reached a peak in 194
with about 8L,7C0 birds, then declined to LL,000 in 1954, Largest reduction
in flocks came in the immediate post-war period, The sale of live pcultry for
thé - dressed meat trade occupies a secondary and minor part of the industry
and 1s mostly a result of culling laying flocks. Only one operator was ralsing
br;tlers in 195k, A total of 220 farms sold 17,L00 chickens for $17,500 in
1954,

Turkeys raised for the market have dropped off greatly in recent years,
In 1939 there were 8,500 birds emumerated on ILincoln County farms, contrasted
with less than 500 in 1954, Turkey raising has remained of slight importance
with small flocks kept on less than 15 farms, In the last ten years only
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. ... abowd 280 Y0 .500 birds‘per year hdve been raised, Only four fdrms’ kept turkey
" hens for breedlng purposes and. the.nnmber was almost e:snuy d“ ided between
. heavy ard lj.ght breeds- of ’t.t:mkn.aysQ O

Table 26°~ Chic?enwf Eoo Prnduuuﬂon and Turkeys

Lincoln’ GoautV, 9s9~l95h
P

.
B eyt ¥ r-Fe A o St 04, SRl bV ~abegitoer s |

Ghickens FEgg Prbd thOu Turkejs Raize
(birds) (dozens) {birds): -
1939 | 78,686 | 6LS,h82 . | . 8,L56,

" - ‘\.“ " i o " . LY - ﬂ"
19"-5-"-1 Bhgge? . ?6296‘51 : CEO D-Lz

Ighe | L7197 [V aon,007 1/ L 2.
=195h‘* Lhy700 | 23L,028 I/ L. 35k

_/ Eggs sold only, does net include home-used epes S, ;J;i
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